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REPORT 


TO  THE 

HALTWHISTLE 

RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1944 


BY 

J.  K.  ADAMSON,  m.b.,  b.s.,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p., 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Rural  District 


Council  of  Haltwhistle. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  this  my  first  annual 
report  upon  the  health  of  the  rural  district,  i.e.,  for  1944. 

Owing  to  my  appointment  dating  from  the  middle  of 
the  year,  difficulties  were  encountered  in  drawing  up  this 
review  of  conditions  and  work  throughout  the  whole  year. 

I should  like  to  place  on  record  my  sincere  thanks  to 
the  Clerk  (Mr.  John  Spark)  and  the  Sanitary  Inspector  (Mr. 
F.  J.  Lawson)  for  their  unvaried  and  valuable  assistance. 

I should  also  like  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the 
encouragement  and  support  which  have  been  constantly 
given  me  by  the  Chairman  and  the  members  of  the  Council. 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE 

AREA. 


Population. 

The  civil  population  of  the  Rural  District  as  estimated 
by  the  Registrar-General  was  7,089.  As  compared  with 
the  figure  for  1943,  7,656,  a distinct  decrease  is  noted, 
although  the  number  of  live  births  exceeded  the  deaths  for 
the  vear. 

Returning  evacuees  and  recruits  to  the  Services 
account  for  a percentage  of  the  decrease,  but  the  fact 
remains  that  there  is  a definite  exodus  to  the  large  towns. 

Birth  Rate. 

118  live  births  were  registered  in  1944,  showing  an 
annual  live  birth  rate  of  16.6  per  1,000  population. 

As  compared  with  13.6  in  1943,  and  10.8  in  1937,  the 
position  may  be  considered  very  satisfactory. 

Death  Rate. 

The  number  of  deaths  in  1944  totalled  98,  a decrease  of 
19  on  the  previous  year. 

The  death  rate  declined  from  16.5  in  1943  to  13.8  per 
1,000  population. 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate. 

For  the  country  the  figure  for  1944  stands  at  46  per 
1,000  live  births.  For  Haltwhistle  it  was  only  17  per  1,000 
live  births. 

Principal  Causes  of  Mortality. 

In  spite  of  improved  methods  of  diagnosis  and  treat- 
ment, cancer  continues  to  take  an  ever  increasing  toll. 

From  7 deaths  in  1936  the  mortality  has  risen  to  15  in 
1943,  and  20  in  1944.  Tuberculosis  accounted  for  only  2 
deaths  as  against  4 in  1943.  Disease  of  the  heart  and  blood 
has  continued  to  be  the  principle  cause  of  death.  The  num- 
ber of  deaths  attributable  to  this  cause  standing  at  55. 

Infectious  Disease. 


An  increase  in  the  notifications  of  scarlet  fever  from 
4 in  1943  to  26  was  due  to  a small  outbreak  in  the  spring. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

Satisfactory  protection  against  diphtheria  has  been 
maintained  in  the  area.  Only  3 non-fatal  cases  of  diph- 
theria were  reported,  equalling  0.42  cases  per  1,000  popula- 
tion as  against  a figure  of  0.58  for  England  and  Wales. 

Tuberculosis. 

Only  two  deaths  from  this  dreaded  disease  were  noti- 
fied, this  being  a remarkably  low  figure. 

From  June  1st,  1944,  to  December  31st,  1944,  there 
were  7 new  notifications  of  tuberuclosis,  all  respiratory,  4 
male  and  3 female. 

Social  Conditions. 

The  area  of  the  Haltwhistle  Rural  District  is  96,333 
acres. 

The  estimated  population  for  1944  is  7,089. 

The  number  of  inhabited  houses  at  the  end  of  1944  is 
2,268. 

The  sum  represented  by  one  penny  rate  is  £143  17s.  Od. 

The  Rateable  Value  equals  £36,530. 

Agriculture  is  the  chief  occupation  in  the  district. 
Sheep  and  dairy  farming  have  been  carried  on  for  a con- 
siderable number  of  years.  The  recent  necessity  for  in- 
creased home  food  production  has  increased  the  tillage  in 
the  district. 

This  latter  has  imposed  a severe  strain  on  the  farmers, 
but  has  been  tackled  with  the  utmost  zeal,  despite  the 
natural  difficulties  and  consequent  varied  success. 

Coal  is  still  abundant  in  the  Haltwhistle  district,  and 
the  various  seams  have  been  worked  at  full  pressure,  play- 
ing their  important  part  to  meet  the  present  urgent  demand. 

The  Ventners  Hall  Colliery  Company,  now  firmly  estab- 
lished and  rapidly  mechanising  their  drift,  is  worthy  of  the 


highest  praise  and  the  utmost  help  that  can  be  given. 
Together  with  the  Lambley,  Birkshaw,  Melkridge,  Crystal 
Well  and  other  “ drifts  ” a considerable  amount  of  the  avail- 
able mining  labour  has  been  absorbed. 

The  firm  of  Messrs.  Smith  & Walton  continue  actively 
progressive  and  the  proposed  expansion  of  these  paint  and 
varnish  works  is  looked  upon  by  the  Council  with  the 
greatest  satisfaction. 

We  also  look  to  Messrs.  British  Paints  to  extend  their 
present  plant. 

Our  new  war  industry,  The  Kilfrost  Company,  tem- 
porarily lodged  with  Messrs.  Smith  & Walton,  although 
limited,  we  expect  and  trust  will  remain  with  us. 

Our  two  main  quarries,  Greenhead  and  Cawfields, 
appear  to  be  losing  their  battles  with  the  antiquarians. 
Although  the  Roman  Wall  will  be  presserved,  it  is  a great 
blow  to  Haltwhistle  that  prospects  of  closing  are  appearing, 
though  at  present  distantly,  on  the  horizon. 

Although  the  position  at  present,  as  regards  employ- 
ment, appears  fairly  satisfactory,  we  must  have  more 
industry  in  the  area. 

The  splendid  site  at  Plenmeller  must  not  be  allowed  to 
remain  vacant.  Its  utilisation  is  vitally  necessary  to  Halt- 
whistle  and  not  effort  must  be  spared  to  attract  further 
industry  here. 

(b)  Health  Services. 

(i)  Laboratory  Facilities. 

The  Northumberland  County  Laboratory  at 
Newburn  continues  to  be  co-operative  and  reliable 
and  meets  fully  the  requirements  of  the  district. 

(ii)  Ambulance  Service. 

No  adequate  solution  has  as  yet  been  found  to 
this  vexed  question.  The  A.R.P.  ambulance, 
although  an  unsatisfactory  open  vehicle,  continues 
to  be  invaluable  in  the  district. 

This  district  is  sufficiently  large  and  populus 
to  possess  an  ambulance  service.  It  is  absolutely 
essential  that  something  be  done  immediately. 
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(iii)  Clinics. 

(a)  Tuberculosis, 

Tuesday,  10  a.m.,  Hexham  War  Memorial 

Hospital.  Medical  Officer,  Dr.  Scott. 

More  use  is  now  made  of  this  dispensary 
than  ever  before.  X-Ray  examinations  are 
carried  out  at  this  clinic. 

(b)  Ante  Natal. 

Two  clinics  per  month  are  held  at  the 
Haltwhistle  Hospital. 

(c)  Child  Welfare  Clinics. 

Held  at  Haltwhistle  every  Thursday  by 
the  Health  Visitor. 

(d)  Dental. 

Clinics  held  at  the  Haltwhistle  Hospital 
and  at  the  Schools  in  the  district. 

(e)  Venereal  Disease  Clinics. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne,  Westgate  Road. 
Daily. 

(iv)  Nursing  Service. 

Total  number  of  visits  paid,  3,611;  New 
cases,  144  (Medical  69,  Surgical  47,  Clinic  18, 
Maternity  10). 

(v)  Hospitals. 

(i)  Wooley  Sanatorium. 

Accommodation  in  this  sanatorium  is  now 
limited  and  a Waiting  List  has  now  been  intro- 
duced. This  is  a great  misfortune  to  the  tuber- 
culous patient,  but  is  apparently  unavoidable 
owing  to  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  nurses. 

The  Honorary  Thoracic  Surgeon  is  per- 
forming an  increasing  number  of  operations. 
Thoracic  Surgery  continues  to  play  an  impor- 
tant part  in  the  treatment  of  patients. 
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(ii)  Longtown  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital. 

Our  infectious  diseases  cases  continue 
to  be  accommodated  here. 

(iii)  Small  Pox  Hospital. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  with 
Easdon  Joint  Hospital  Board  for  that  Board 
to  be  responsible  for  any  cases  which  might 
occur  in  this  area. 

(iv)  Haltwhistle. 

War  Memorial  Hospital — Matron,  Miss 
Collier,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 

219  Cases  were  admitted  throughout  the 
year  (Surgical  180,  Medical  39,  Operations  by  • 
Local  Doctors  62,  Dental  Cases  22). 

Maternity  Wing. 

Admitted,  133  cases. 

Ante  Natal  and  others  nursed,  37. 

Out-Patients. 

Number  of  cases  treated,  370. 

Number  of  attendances,  3,526. 

This  hospital  continues  to  play  an  ever 
important  part  in  the  health  of  the  com- 
munity. 

(v)  Shotley  Bridge  Emergency  Hospital. 

Cancer  and  other  cases  for  electrotherapy 
and  radiotherapy,  etc.,  have  been  treated  here 
during  the  war  years. 

(vi)  District  Nursing. 

Although  an  extensive  area,  nursing  in  the 
home  is  maintained  at  a high  standard,  despite 
inadequate  transport  arrangements  for  the  nurses. 
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SANITARY  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 


(1)  Water. 

The  general  position  in  regard  to  water  supply 
throughout  the  area  remains  essentially  the  same  as  in  past 
years. 

Owing  to  the  advent  and  continuation  of  the  war,  the 
ambitious  scheme  for  improving  the  supply  of  water 
throughout  the  district  remains  in  abeyance. 

This  scheme,  as  outlined  in  previous  reports,  envisages 
the  extension  of  the  Haltwhistle  water  supply  to  take  the 
place  of  existing  village  supplies  which  are  inadequate  in 
quality  and  quantity  over  an  area  extending  from  Bardon 
Mill  and  Thorngrafton  districts  to  Gilsland. 

A secondary  scheme  for  the  improvement  of  condi- 
tions relating  to  water  supply  in  the  Slaggyford  area  is  also 
under  consideration. 

Arising  out  of  these  suggested  water  schemes,  and  in 
an  endeavour  to  locate  a supply  of  water  which  might  be 
used  in  conjunction  wit  the  Coanwood  supply,  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  undertook  to  prospect  for  water  upon  Halton-lea- 
Gate  Fell. 

As  a result  of  these  investigations  which  were  under- 
taken during  the  months  of  June  to  September,  1944,  a 
number  of  springs  were  excavated  and  gauged  totalling 
93,374  gallons  per  day. 

These  springs  were  all  excavated  at  an  approximate 
level  of  900  ft.  to  1,000  ft.  O.D.,  and  at  this  level  could  be 
connected  cross-country  to  the  reservoir  at  Watch  Trees. 

It  is  further  proposed  to  prospect  for  and  excavate 
springs  on  the  Black  Hill  Fell  at  Slaggyford,  which,  it  has 
been  suggested,  could  be  utilised  to  augment  the  Coan- 
wood Springs  (Haltwhistle  supply). 

Amongst  improvements  to  water  supplies  which  have 
been  carried  out  during  the  past  year  should  be  included 
the  following : — 

(1)  Thirl  wall  Water. 

As  a result  of  excavations  made  adjacent  to  No.  2 
Spring  at  Gilsland,  a further  additional  volume  of  water 
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totalling  5,000  gallons  was  obtained  and  added  to  the  exist- 
ing supply. 

This  brought  the  total  water  available  from  these 
springs  to  20,000  gallons  per  day  (May,  1944).  With  a 
view  to  minimising  overhead  costs  on  this  supply  (the 
water  being  pumped  to  the  reservoir  and  fed  back  to  Gils- 
land,  etc,,  by  gravitation),  a cut-out  clock  was  fixed  on  the 
centrifugal  pump  and  as  worked  satisfactorily,  a consider- 
able saving  being  effected  in  electrical  costs. 


Water  Analysis,  1944. 

Samples  of  water  for  bacteriological  analysis  were 
taken  from  the  following  supplies : — 


Date. 

Locality. 

Public  Supply.  Private  Supply. 

Result. 

Satis-  Unsatis- 
factory. factory. 

8/3/44. 

Greenhead  Village 

Well. 

— 

11 

— 

12/3/44. 

— • 

Foulpotts  Farm. 

99 

— 

16/3/44. 

Bardon  Mill. 

— 

99 

— 

Melkridge. 

— 

99 

— 

Haltwhistle. 

— 

99 

— 

26/4/44. 

Slaggyford  Well. 

— 

19 

— 

Town  Green  Well. 

— 

19 

— 

Thirlwall  Springs. 

— 

19 

— 

25/5/44. 

Halton-lea-Gate 

Springs. 

Shanters  Well. 

» 

— 

4/10/44. 

Thorngrafton. 

— ■ 

19 

— 

Birkshaw. 

— • 

— 

91 

11/10/44. 

Birkshaw  Spring. 

— 

— 

11 

Birkshaw  Stand  Pipe. 

— • 

— 

11 

Thorngrafton. 

— 

99 

— 

16/10/44. 

Birkshaw  Spring. 

— 

— 

11 

Birkshaw  Stand  Pipe. 

— 

— 

11 

26/10/44. 

Birkshaw  Spring. 

— 

— 

11 

Birkshaw  Stand  Tap. 

— 

— 

11 

5/12/44. 

Harper  Town  Well. 

Greenhead 

» 

— 

School. 

29/11/44. 

Birkshaw  Stand  Tap. 

Greenhead 

99 

— 

School. 
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It  is  to  be  noted  that  out  of  a total  of  24  samples  taken 
during  the  course  of  the  year,  7 samples  taken  from  the 
Birkshaw  supply  proved  unsatisfactory. 

Totally  inadequate  in  quantity  and  unfit  on  analysis, 
this  supply  must  at  an  early  date  be  abandoned. 

The  necessity  for  an  alternative  supplemented  supply 
applies  with  equal  force  to  the  village  of  Greenhead,  and 
also  to  the  more  thickly  populated  portions  of  the  parishes 
of  Melkridge,  Henshaw,  and  Thorngrafton,  and  also  Lamb- 
ley,  Hartleyburn,  and  Knaresdale. 

No.  of  Houses  supplied  by  Public  Mains  ...  ...  ...  1,444 

No,  of  Houses  supplied  by  Private  Mains  ...  ...  ...  475 
No.  of  Water  Undertakings  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 


No.  of  School  supplied:  — 

Total. 

By  District  Council  ...  5 

„ Education  Authority  ...  Nil 

„ Private  Owners  ...  6 

„ Water  Undertakings  ...  Nil 


Adequate.  Inadequate. 
5 — 

2 4 


No.  of  Farms  supplied 

(including  agricultural  dwellings) : — 
By  District  Council  58 

„ Private  Owners  248 


103 


145 


The  need  for  the  provision  of  an  adequate  water 
system  throughout  the  entire  Rural  Area  remains  of 
primary  importance  and  calls  for  the  earliest  possible 
attention. 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 


Formerly  carried  out  by  contract,  this  service  has  now 
been  more  effectively  carried  out  by  the  Council  since 
January,  1944,  the  Council  purchasing  a modern  Bedford 
refuse  vehicle  in  that  year. 
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It  is  to  be  observed  that  fully  50  per  cent,  of  the  popu- 
lation of  the  district  is  centred  in  the  town  of  Haltwhistle. 

With  a view  to  extending  the  scavenging  area  to  those 
more  thickly  populated  parts  of  the  district  which  have  no 
regular  scavenging  syctem  in  operation,  notably  the  villages 
of  Gilsland,  Tow  House,  Plenmeller,  Melkridge,  Henshaw, 
Redburn  and  Bardon  Mill — all  of  which  are  on  or  adjacent 
to  the  main  road  Newcastle-Carlisle — the  Council  have 
agreed  to  purchase  a second  refuse  vehicle  and  implement 
this  service  at  as  early  a date  as  possible,  regard  being  had 
to  the  prevailing  heavy  cost  of  this  type  of  vehicle  and  the 
difficulty  of  obtaining  additional  labour. 

Additional  Incidental  Duties. 

A considerable  amount  of  extra  work  has  been  thrown 
on  to  the  Council's  employees  engaged  on  the  above  work 
by  the  undertaking  on  behalf  of  the  military  authorities  of 
the  removal  of  privy  soil  from  an  extensive  P.O.W.  camp 
situate  on  the  outskirts  of  Haltwhistle. 

It  is  also  to  be  noted  in  passing  that  these  men  have 
been  engaged  weekly  on  the  collection  of  salvage  through- 
out the  area  bounded  by  Gilsland,  Slaggyford,  and  Bardon 
Mill,  the  district  being  subdivided  into  four  areas  for  this 
purpose — a separate  two-day  collection  at  intervals  of  one 
month  being  arranged  for  the  town  of  Haltwhistle, 

Proposed  Alternative  Refuse  Tip  Sites. 

With  a view  to  securing  an  alternative  site  for  a refuse 
tip  in  the  Melkridge-Henshaw  area  following  upon  notice  to 
quit  from  the  owner  of  the  site  at  present  in  use,  it  has 
become  necessary  to  obtain  an  alternative  site  for  this  area. 

Two  sites  were  located  and  reported  upon  by  the  Sani- 
tary Inspector  at  Crow  Hall  and  Bean  Burn  respectively, 
but  both  were  abandoned  on  account  of  expense  of  develop- 
ment. 

Negotiations  are  in  hand  for  the  securing  of  a third 
site  adjacent  to  the  main  road  immediately  eastwards  of 
the  village  of  Melkridge  in  what  was  the  old  Blackett 
Colliery — now  disused. 
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This  site,  subject  to  satisfactory  arrangements  being 
made  with  the  owner,  Sir  Hugh  Blackett,  Matfen,  will 
form  the  centre  to  which  refuse  from  the  outlying 
villages  of  Melkridge,  Henshaw,  Tow  House,  Red  Burn, 
and  Bardon  Mill  will  be  brought  when  the  Council’s  ex- 
tended refuse  collection  programme  is  put  into  hand,  and 
will  in  any  event  be  open  to  the  use  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  above  parishes,  the  tip  being  under  the  control  of  the 
Council. 

The  policy  of  the  Council  in  requiring  the  provision 
(by  Notice)  of  ashbins  in  lieu  of  ashpits  continues,  more 
particularly  in  the  case  of  the  Parish  of  Haltwhistle,  50  per 
cent,  of  the  population  of  the  district  being  centred  in  the 
town  of  Haltwhistle.  Out  of  a total  of  75  ashbins 
purchased  by  the  Council  in  1944  49  have  been  dis- 
posed of  as  above,  the  remainder  being  supplied  to  the 
Council’s  Housing  Estate. 

Except  in  the  case  of  one  row  of  tenements  and  a small 
row  of  cottages  situated  at  the  Town  Foot,  Haltwhistle,  the 
conversion  of  all  E.C.’s  and  privies  in  the  town  has  been 
accomplished. 

Contracts  have  been  let  in  both  the  above  cases  for  the 
conversion  of  the  existing  E.C.’s,  to  the  water  carriage 
system,  and  work  in  the  relaying  of  a section  of  private 
sewer  at  the  rear  of  the  tenements  has  been  completed. 


HOUSING  ACTS. 


Housing  Acts. 

Owing  to  the  continuation  of  the  war,  and  subsequent 
restrictions  due  to  this,  no  works  of  major  importance  in 
this  connection  have  been  possible. 

Arising  out  of  reports  submitted,  action  under  Section 
II,  Housing  Act,  1936,  has  been  taken  in  seven  instances  in 
respect  of  property  situated  at  The  Shanters,  Lambley  (six 
houses),  and  Knowe  Cottage,  Thomgrafton. 

Demolition  Orders  were  confirmed  in  these  seven 
instances. 
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Extensive  works  of  repair  and  maintenances  were 
carried  out  to  property  owned  by  the  Council  and  situated 
at  Herdley  Bank,  Coanwood. 

These  repairs  were  necessary  owing  to  continued 
unavoidable  occupation  of  twenty  houses  which  are 
scheduled  for  demolition  as  being  unfit,  and  the  tenants  of 
which  would  have  been  re-housed  but  for  the  war. 

It  must,  however,  be  emphasised  that  the  housing 
shortage  is  acute  and  overcrowding  is  reaching  alarming 
proportions  and  is  assisting  the  exodus  from  Haltwhistle. 
We  must,  therefore,  push  ahead  on  housing  schemes  with 
all  speed. 


PREVENTION  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 
INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 


The  Incidence  of  Notifiable  Infectious  Disease  was 
comparatively  light  during  1944.  26  cases  of  Scarlet 

Fever  amongst  children  attending  two  elementary  schools 
in  Haltwhistle  were  notified,  and  as  a precautionary 
measure  the  Infants'  Section  and  part  of  the  Senior  Sec- 
tion of  the  Council  School,  Fair  Hill,  was  disinfected  with 
Formalin  Gas  and  Izal  Spray. 

Following  upon  recurring  cases  of  Infectious  Fever  at 
a small  farm  on  the  outskirts  of  Haltwhistle,  samples  of 
milk  were  taken  for  bacteriological  analysis,  and  the  supply 
stopped  pending  the  result  of  the  analysis. 

This  proved  negative,  but  te  purveyor,  who  had  been 
contemplating  ceasing  to  produce  milk  for  some  time,  de- 
cided not  to  re-commence. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation  has  to  all  intents  and  pur- 
poses eliminated  child  diphtheria  from  Haltwhistle  during 
the  year  1944.  Only  one  case  of  diphtheria  in  school  chil- 
dren occurred,  and  this  of  a very  mild  nature. 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 
Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926. 


A considerable  amount  of  inspection  work  under  the 
Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926,  was  carried  out  during  1944, 
as  a result  of  which  works  of  improvement  were  effected 
under  the  above  Order  at  the  following  farms : — 

Carvoran  Farm,  Greenhead. — Partial  remodelling  and  provision 
of  modern  sterilising  and  cooling  apparatus.  (T.T.  Licence 
granted.) 

Agass  Hill,  Whitfield. — Partial  remodelling  and  provision  of 
modern  sterilising  and  cooling  apparatus.  T.T.  Licence 
granted.) 

Birchfield  Gate  Farm,  Haltwhistle. — Work  carried  out  at  this  farm 
included  the  internal  remodelling  of  the  byres,  the  provi- 
sion of  additional  lighting,  improvements  to  the  existing 
water  supply,  and  the  provision  of  sterilising  house,  etc. 
(T.T.  Licence  granted.) 

Chapel  House,  Gilsland. — Work  carried  out  this  farm  included  the 
internal  remodelling  of  the  byres,  the  provision  of  additional 
lighting,  improvements  to  the  existing  water  supply,  and  the 
provision  of  sterilising  house,  etc.  (T.T.  Licence  granted.) 

Inspections  made  and  full  particulars  supplied  to  the 
tenants/owners  concerned,  and  when  it  was  proposed  to 
produce  T.T.  milk,  include  the  following  farms: — 

Barn  House  Farm,  Gilsland. 

The  Temperance  Farm,  Whitfield. 

Haining  Hall,  Whitfield. 

Dodd  Bank,  Whitfield. 

The  Gap  Farm,  Gilsland. 

New  Hall  Farm,  Gilsland. 

Major  works  of  improvement  to  farms  situated  in  the 
Thorngrafton  and  Ridley  Parishes  include  Partridge  Nest 
Farm,  Ridley,  and  Codley  Gate,  Thorngrafton,  exten- 
sive floor  improvements  and  additional  lighting  being 
provided  in  the  one  case,  and  partial  re-flooring  being  car- 
ried out  in  the  other. 
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Number  of  Farms  Registered — 

Wholesale  Producers 
Retail 

Wolesale  and  Retail 


102 

35 

40 


SLAUGHTER  HOUSES  AND  FOOD  INSPECTIONS. 


Since  its  inauguration  in  1941,  Centralised  Slaughter- 
ing for  the  two  districts  of  Haltwhistle  and  Alston  con- 
tinues to  be  carried  out  at  Portobello  Slaughter  House, 
Haltwhistle. 

This  system,  which  it  is  to  be  hoped  will  continue  in 
operation  after  the  war,  remains  eminently  satisfactory, 
and  marks  a big  improvement  upon  conditions  previously 
existing. 


Legal 

Unsound  Food.  Stones.  Summarised.  Seized.  Proceedings. 


Beef  (Home  Killed)  ... 

456 

— 

— 

— 

Beef  (Imported) 

— 

— 

— - 

_ — 

Mutton  (Home  Killed) 

21 

— 

— 

— 

Mutton  (Imported)  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Bacon  (Home  Killed) 

m ib. 

— 

— 

— 

Tinned  Foods. 

Destroyed  as  unfit  for  human  consumption,  and  volun- 
tarily surrendered : — 


Legal 

Unsound  Food.  Pounds,  Summarised.  Seized.  Proceedings. 


Tinned  Meats 

82i 

— 

— 

— 

Tinned  Fish 

30 

— 

— 

— 

Tinned  Evap.  Milk  ... 

9 

— 

— 

— 

Pork  Sausage 

li 

— 

— 

— 

Total  No.  of  Tins 

106 

— 
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RATS  AND  MICE  INFESTATION  ORDER,  1943. 

Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  Act,  1919. 

Successful  collaboration  as  between  the  Council’s 
officials  and  the  owners/tenants  of  property  in  this  district 
has  resulted  in  a considerable  amount  of  useful  work  being- 
effected  under  the  above  Act,  etc.,  during*  the  past  year. 

Out  of  a total  of  76  inspections  made,  combined 
action  for  the  eradication  of  minor  cases  of  rat  infestation 
was  taken  in  26  cases,  all  of  which  were  successful. 

Major  treatment  of  rat  infestation  was  taken  in  two 
instances,  at  the  Co-operative  warehouse,  Halt  whistle,  and 
the  Co-operative  Stores,  Halton-lea-Gate. 

With  the  knowledge  and  co-operation  of  the  Ministry 
of  Food  (Newcastle),  extensive  work  on  rat  proofing  was 
carried  out  at  the  latter  place. 

This  included  the  baring  of  the  main  walls  of  the 
building  down  to  foundation  level,  the  cement  rendering  of 
these  walls  to  ground  level,  and  the  removing  of  all  defec- 
tive bottom  wall  vents,  defective  window  frames,  doors,  etc. 

In  addition  to  this  50  per  cent,  of  the  drainage  was 
relaid,  and  gulley  traps  inserted  where  it  was  found  that 
the  surface  water  drains  (downcomers),  discharged  outlet 
into  the  main  drainage  system,  there  being  a possibility 
that  infestation  in  the  upper  storey  might  have  been  in  part 
attributable  to  the  above  defective  drainage. 

Two  subsequent  treatments,  baiting  and  poisoning 
(Zinc  Phosphide),  were  carried  out,  and  proved  completely 
satisfactory. 

Treatment  for  minor  infestation  has  been  carried  out 
in  nine  other  instances  during  the  past  year. 

Disinfestation  treatment  of  the  Council’s  principal 
refuse  tip  (Haltwhistle)  has  also  been  carried  out  by  con- 
tract with  the  War  Agricultural  Committee  with  satisfac- 
tory results. 

Periodic  treatment  of  this  tip  by  the  Council’s  officials 
is  also  undertaken.  (Poisoning  agent,  “Cyanogas.”) 

In  conclusion,  it  may  be  stated  that  no  reservoir  cases 
of  rat  infestation  exist  in  the  Haltwhistle  area. 
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TABLE  I. 


The  following  table  shows  the  principal  vital  and 
mortality  rates  for  the  years  1943  and  1944  : — 


Year. 

Birth  Rate 
per  1,000 
Population. 

General  Death 
Rate  per 
1,000  Living. 

Infant 

Mortality 
Rate  per 
1,000  Births. 

Death  Rate 
from 

Respiratory 
T.B.  per  1,000 
Living. 

1943 

13.6 

16.5 

29 

.53 

1944 

16.6 

13.8 

17 

.35 

TABLE  II. 

Infectious  Disease. 
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TABLE  III. 

Tuberculous  Notifications 

FOR  THE  SIX  MONTHS  FROM  JULY  1st  to  DECEMBER  31st,  1944 


Respiratory 


Non-Respiratory. 

M.  F.  Total, 
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TABLE  IV„ 

Notification  of  Births. 

EtPTCggMHTWgagt^JWIW  HIM1  IIHW— M— — — B— B— M— — — — a— ^ — — — i^— «— — — ' * 

Illegitimate  Births 

Notified  Births.  (included  in  Registered  Births). 


Year. 

M.  F. 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

M. 

F. 

M.  F.  Total 

1943 

...  57  47 

3 

1 

108  ... 

6 

2 

— — 8 

1944 

...  56  62 

1 

1 

120  ... 

3 

5 

— — 8 

TABLE  V. 

Analysis  of  Deaths  by  Causes. 


1943  1944 


Causes  of  Death. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

1. 

Typhoid  and  parat.  Fevers  ... 

— 

— 

• • • 

— 

— 

2. 

Cerebrospinal  Fever 

— 

— 

• • • 

— 

— 

3. 

Scarlet  Fever  

— 

— 

• • • 

— 

— 

4. 

Whooping  Cough  

— 

— 

• • • 

— 

— 

5. 

Diphtheria  

— 

— 

• • • 

— 

— 

6. 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory 
System  

1 

3 

1 

1 

7. 

Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis . 

— 

2 

• • • 

— 

— 

8. 

Syphilitic  Disease 

1 

— 

• • • 

— 

— 

9. 

Influenza 

3 

1 

• • • 

— 

— 

10. 

Measles  

— 

— 

• • • 

— 

— 

11. 

Ac.  Poli-mvelo  and  Polio- 
Encephalitis 

• • • 

— — 

12. 

Ac.  Infantile  Encephalitis  ... 

— 

— 

• « * 

— 

— 

13. 

Cancer  of  Mouth  M.,  and 
Uterus  F. 

1 

1 

• • • 

2 

14. 

Cancer  of  Stomach  and 
Duoden 

1 

1 

• • • 

1 

15. 

Cancer  of  Breast  

— 

1 

• • • 

— 

4 

1*6. 

Cancer  of  other  sites 

4 

6 

• • • 

5 

8 

17. 

Diabetes 

— 

1 

2 

— 

18. 

Intracranial  Vascular  Lesions 

3 

8 

• • « 

10 

2 

19. 

Heart  Disease 

17 

24 

* • • 

21 

17 

20. 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory 
System 

3 

4 

• • • 

3 

2 

21. 

Bronchitis 

5 

— 

• • . 

1 

4 

22, 

Pneumonia 

1 

1 

• • • 

1 

— 
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23.  Other  Respiratory  Diseases  . 

24.  Ulcer  of  Stom.  or  Duodenum 

25.  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years)  ... 

26.  Appendicitis 

27.  Other  Digestive  Diseases 

28.  Nephritis 

29.  Puer.  and  post-abort.  Sepsis 

30.  Other  Maternal  Causes 

31.  Premature  Birth  

32.  Congenital  Causes  

33.  Suicide  

34.  Road  Traffic  Accidents 

35.  Other  violent  Causes 

36.  All  other  Causes  


Totals 


1944. 

SUMMARY  — GENERAL  INSPECTIONS. 


'sasAfRuy 


•sailddng  Ja4T3j\v 
Aj'BiXixny 


’pooj  punosaji 


•noiiona^eaQ  iRq 


•aS'BAX'BS 


•Suisnojj 


spaqsA\.o3 


■pa^sajj  shir-iq; 


■SOTRJQ 


•paTJaAuoQ  sax  at  .id 


•pa^oajuistcL  sraooji 


•SmjaiqSivBis 

pasit,RJ4ua13 


•sut'Rjq;  a^RAjJct 


•sjaAveg  jiounof) 


•sSttipimg  Ava^ 

•SuxSuaABOg 

stioi^oadsux  I'R-iaua*) 

MaXRM 


o 


CO 


CO  CO  I | CO  C-  I 


CO 


UO  CO  ^ r- 1 t— I 


co  oo 


t-  OS  rH  CO  t-H 

CO 


co 


CO  rH  O tH  LOCOCOOOCO  I ^ 


CO  T*  co  «0 

CO  rH 


C-rHCO'tf^XO^O 
rH  rH  rH  CO 


CO  CO  CO  00  CS  I UO  CO  UO  rf  rH 


II  I I I I I I 


lO 


I I 


CO 


bc^ 
fl  o 

ID  O 

s « 

o 02 
C 


rH  ^ rH  I tMOtH 


rji  rf  Tf  CO  CO  rj<  00  lO  t~  CO  CO 


00  CO  H C0C5  I OJlOHTf  H 


rH  t>  CO 


CO 


O 00  I b 
CO 


CO 


— CO  rt  CO  rH  I CO 


rH  CO  rH 


CO  UO  CO  LO  ZD  LO  CO  ZD  LO  rtf 


rH  tO  00 
CO 


CSCOCOCSLOOOUOrH 


rtf 

CO 


co 


to 


co 

te- 


cs 

CO 


OS 

co 


O 

CO 


CO 


CO 

CO 


00 

LO 


t- 

LO 


CO 


rtf 


00 

o 


00 

CO 


rtf 

CO 


' 


" 


’ 

' 


‘ - 


' 


> * 


A 


< 


* 


* ^ 


Ai  . • 


E 


» * 


- 1 
i 


r* 


, ' 


- , ; >’■■/, 


. 


f '■ ,/ 


. ^ 


■ 

/ - . Is  ™ ^ 


! : ■ 


, . . 
v 


V . 

•r  - 

, 

■ . 


* 

\ 

< • 


' i ' 


* 


- 

t * 

' • •■■■■  :■ 


/ 


. 


/ 


; 


/ 


. 


t 


. 


